
Boys’ Learning:
The Ontario Ministry of Education, as part of 
an  initiative  to  support  student  success  in 
literacy,  has  identified  boys’  literacy  and 
learning as a priority.  The Guide, Me Read, 
No  Way,  is  based  on  an  international 
review of effective practices and is intended 
to  stimulate  discussion  of  this  important 
issue  among  educators  in  Ontario  and  to 
provide practical and effective strategies that 
teachers across the province can put to use 
in the classroom, both immediately and over 
the longer term.

Why Boys?
All  educators  share  the  common  goal  of 
providing equitable learning opportunities for 
every  student  in  the  classroom.  Providing 
equitable opportunities for girls is a familiar 
topic; providing them for boys is a relatively 
recent issue, but one that is appearing with 
increasing  urgency  on  education  agendas 
around the world. 

Role of Educators:
Addressing the needs of boys effectively will 
require dialogue and the collective expertise 
and talents of  all  partners in the education 
process,  including  government,  educators, 
parents,  and  community  members.  Among 
these  partners,  however,  educators  play  a 
particularly important role in determining how 
individual  students develop as readers and 
writers.  It  is  critical  that  we  provide 
classroom experiences  that  respond to  the 
interests,  needs,  and  learning  styles  of  all 
students,  and  that  we  explore  ways  to 
engage  boys  and  girls  equally  as  readers 
and writers.

Quick Facts:
Boys typically score lower than girls on 
standardized tests in the language arts.

Boys are more likely than girls to be placed 
in special education programs.

Boys are less likely than girls to go to 
university.

Dropout rates are higher for boys than for 
girls.
An increasing volume of evidence indicates 
that gender is a significant factor in both 
choice of reading materials and reading 
achievement for boys and girls.

“Boys’ underachievement is a major concern. 

Nationally, boys fall behind girls in early literacy 

skills and this gap in attainment widens with age. 

The challenge of raising achievement directly 

addresses the learning needs of our students and 

the professional growth of our teachers, and 

enhances the role of the school as an agent of social 

change. We want to give boys and girls the best 

opportunity to become powerful learners.”

(UK Department for Education and Skills, n.d.) 
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WHAT PARENTS CAN DO:

Strategies for Success:
Engaging parents in boys’ 
literacy
The relationship  between parental  involvement 
and  student  success  is  well-established. 
Engaging boys’ parents in the school’s literacy 
program by keeping them informed and getting 
them  involved  has  the  potential  to  greatly 
enhance boys’ involvement and achievement in 
reading and writing.

From  autumn  2005 
through  summer  2008,  one  hundred  and three 
teams,  involving  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
schools  from  English-language  boards,  were 
guided  by  a  project  team  from  the  Ontario 
Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) in the 
Boys’  Literacy  Teacher  Inquiry  Project.  A 
parallel  project  was  undertaken  in  French-
language  boards  and  included  forty  inquiry 
teams.

Ministry of Education Resources:
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/brochure/
meread/meread.pdf
http://conted.oise.utoronto.ca/UserFiles/File/RoadA
head2009.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/meRead_
andHow.pdf
http://www.keenforlearning.org/HOMEPAGE.html

The Globe and Mail Series of Articles on Boys:

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/ti
me-to-lead/failing-boys/failing-boys-best-of-the-
series/article1823769/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/ti
me-to-lead/failing-boys/part-1-failing-boys-and-
the-powder-keg-of-sexual-politics/article1758791/
http://www.ccl-
cca.ca/CCL/Reports/OtherReports/201104GenderR
eport.html
http://www.ccl-
cca.ca/CCL/Reports/LessonsInLearning/LinL2009
0218Whyboysdontliketoread.html
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/wh
os-in-the-know-women-surge-men-sink-in-
educations-gender-gap/article1390902/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/co
mic-relief-comes-to-ontario-
classrooms/article1331734/

Grade 3 & 6 EQAO Results Split by 
Gender   (Hamilton Public Board)

In 2009-2010, in both divisions, the 
greatest gender gap is found in writing

Recently the issue of the “boy gap” or “boy crisis” in 
education  has  been  the  subject  of  increasing 
attention  across  a  number  of  OECD  countries. 
International  findings  suggest  that  boys,  as  a 
group, are falling behind girls in reading and writing 
and are more likely to have behavioural difficulties 
or drop out of school completely. 

This  falling  behind  in  education  and  skill 
development, whether it be boys or girls, has both 
short-term  and  long-term  consequences  for 
individuals and for the economy. 

 The New Gender Gap: Exploring the ‘Boy Crisis’ in  
Education.

Percentage of Students at Level 3 and 4, 
2009-2010:

Female Male Gap 
(Male:Female)

Grade 3 
Reading

61% 51% -10

Grade 3 Writing 73% 58% -15
Grade 3 
Mathematics

62% 61% -1

Grade 6 
Reading

72% 62% -10

Grade 6 Writing 74% 55% -19
Grade 6 
Mathematics

53% 50% -3
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To promote student success in literacy for all students, the Ministry of 
Education undertook several initiatives related to boys and literacy. In 
fall 2004, Me Read? No Way!, a ministry resource guide, was published. 
Me Read? No Way! identifies thirteen
practical and evidence-based strategies to support boys’ literacy 
achievement. Me Read? No Way! was designed for teachers, principals, 
and other professionals at the elementary and secondary level. It was 
intended to provoke discussion and build
capacity among Ontario educators. Early and continued interest in this 
document speaks to educator motivation to address boys’ literacy 
achievement.
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